Seasonal variation of ammonia-quotient in an Indian air-breathing freshwater teleost, Channa punctatus.
The ammonia-quotient, calculated from the data on the levels of ammonia excreted and oxygen consumed from the water, is a potent tool for understanding the utilization of macromolecules as metabolic fuel. The fish, Channa punctatus, utilizes more protein in the summer and spawning months for getting its metabolic energy but in the winter and post-spawning months it also utilizes other substrates like lipid and carbohydrate for its metabolic energy.